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COW SS| ONER W LHELM  Don Hul en?

MR. HULEN. Yes, ny nane is Don Hulen and I'mthe co-

founder and executive director of the Arizona Council on
Compul sive Ganbling. [|'malso a nenber of the board of directors
of the National GCouncil on Problem Ganbling and |I'm a native

Arizona an ny first nmenory of ganbling was at age four, prior to
going to kindergarten here in Prescott on a slot machine. My
grandf at her was an alcoholic and he used to take ne down to
Whi skey Row and prop nme up on a bar stool and I'd play the nickel

slots. And when he got drunk, ny job was to | ead hi m hone.

| didn't beconme a conpul sive ganbler until | was 17
but | didn't stop until | was 51. And that's 60 now, so that's
ni ne years ago. I worked desperately in this state in bringing

awar eness of conpul sive ganbling to Arizona prior to mnmy counci

becom ng chartered under the non-profit laws of this state and
once we were chartered, | assisted in the inplenentation of a
statewide toll free help line for conpul sive ganblers and their
famlies. | obtained a NADAC provider nunber and assisted in
facilitating a conprehensive training program for behavioral

heal th counselors in the treatnent of pathol ogical ganbling.

|"mgoing to cut this real short. [|'ve got a lot to
say. | have probably spoken with nore conpul sive ganblers than
anybody in this room or anybody in this state. | have advocated

and been involved in nore crimnal cases in this state wth
conmpul sive ganblers. |'ve probably taken nobre conpulsive
ganblers by the hand in the mddle of the night to the hospita
for suicide attenpts and I'm going to skip over here a couple of
pages, four or five, | guess.
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| want to say to this industry, the ganbling
i ndustry, | urge the Arizona ganbling industry to join the
responsi ble ganbling efforts of the Tohono O Odham nation, the
Ackchin, the Gla River, the San Carlos Apaches, the Yavapai
Apaches and Pasquayaki tribes along with the Astar Corporation
who has offices here and has casinos in Nevada and Turf Paradise
and Phoeni x G eyhound Park and Turf Paradise established the
first ever -- the second ever ganbling responsible programin the
nation, | wurge you to initiate responsible gam ng prograns,
provi de brochures and collateral material on conpul sive ganbling,
provide crisis help line nunbers for your custoners, provide a
portion of vyour charitable contributions to organizations who
provi de educati on and awar eness.

| want to say that | do not believe that this
Nati onal Gam ng I npact Study Conm ssion was established with the
objective in mnd of determning the positive inpact of
conmpul sive ganbling when | first read it on Capitol HII. I
believe it was established because of an outcry of ganbling
related to social and economc problems and had the entire
ganbl i ng industry becone nore know edgeabl e then and sooner than
then and addressed the problens, | don't believe this Comm ssion
woul d be here today and if the ganbling industry addresses the
probl ems now, not tonorrow, not next year, wth sincerity and
with vigor, the outconme of this Conm ssion nmay be different than
if it weren't.

| want to say to the Native Americans and to the
ganbling industry here that | deal with, not the State of Arizona
who provides no noney, but to ny friends back here, the Native
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Ameri cans who, after time went by, realized the problens and they
are the ones that provide funding for education, awareness and
treatment and you just heard nme talk, so it's no sweetheart deal,
they get the picture and they're taking care of the problem
Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER W LHELM  Thank you very nuch, M. Hul en
and please feel free to submt your entire statenent and it wll
be entered into the record.

MR,  HULEN: M. Chairman, thank you. You have
copi es.

COW SSI ONER W LHELM  Thank you.
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